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An Advent Message from Bishop Peter E. Hickman

During this holy season of Advent | am once again reminded that we are a people of
Anticipation.

During this season we are called to pay attention, to be alert to the signs that God is
at work among us, to hear the voice crying out from the wilderness, calling us to
prepare ourselves for what God is about to do in our midst.

As a people of anticipation we begin to feel the rising of deep joy from within as the
reality of what God is about to do in us begins to take hold.

As a people of anticipation we are called to lift up our eyes to the horizon to behold
the first light of the dawning of a new day, the day of the coming of the Lord!

In some small, yet mysterious way this is precisely what we are witnessing as we
reflect upon our present experience within our beloved Communion.

| have been blessed with the privilege to travel throughout the country and have had
the opportunity to be with many members of the ECC and with many others who are
now being drawn to our communion. It has become evident to me that God is indeed
at work among us.

It can be hard at times to see, due to the struggle that is so characteristic of our
collective broken humanity. But with the prayerful eyes of faith our sight begins to
penetrate the veil of our darkness to behold the ever present glow of God’s holy and
hidden activity in every soul. May God give you the eyes to see!

As | continue with you in this holy endeavor of creating a new expression of this holy
communion of love that we call the ECC, | do so not because it is a good idea. Nor do
| do so because it seems like the practical and just thing to do. | do so because | am
convinced and can see that it is the hidden work of God in our midst preparing us for
something that is about to happen, something that God is about to do that is so grand,
so marvelous, that we cannot begin to imagine what it will look like. It would stagger
our minds.

We cannot begin to comprehend what God intends for us as a people and as a
communion of communities.

Let us lift up our eyes in faith! Let us lift up our hearts in prayer! Let us be among
ourselves and for the world a beacon of undaunted hope, a sign of enduring peace, a
light of unrestrained joy, and a new dawn of holy love!

This is what the Ecumenical Catholic Communion must be about if we are to be
faithful witnesses of what God is doing among us and what God is about to do
through us! We are, indeed, a people of anticipation!

December 2009

December, 2009




Mountain Pass: "TiIrims, the Hope and the Journey."

Growing Pains
By Father Jim Farris

Jesus said to them, "Let's go on to the nearby
communities. | have to proclaim the Good News to
them as well. This is my purpose.” Mark 1:38

| was recently asked, “Why are we creating dioceses
in the ECC? Doesn't this just add an additional layer
of bureaucracy to the whole thing?” My answer was
that we are doing just the opposite — removing a
layer of bureaucracy. Let me explain.

The Communion is large enough that it has been
divided into regions — called vicariates — with a vicar
in each, who does the administrative tasks in the
name of the presiding bishop. New communities and
clergy applicants are now processed through the
vicars, who also organize the local communities and
clergy for days of prayer, special ministries and
special sacramental celebrations.

The vision of the ECC is that the people and clergy
are as close to their bishop as possible. The bishop
is to be a spiritual guide elected by the people. The
people are to have access to their bishop. In other
words, the bishop is not simply an administrator, but
instead is actively ministering according to her/his
sacramental ordination as advocate and leader
(traditionally known as “govern, teach and sanctify”).
Access to the bishop by her or his people can only
effectively take place in small dioceses — as small as
three communities, according to our constitution.
Actually, the hope is for dioceses of 6-12 faith
communities, and this is now taking shape around
the country. A diocese is not simply a district of the
national ECC (not like the local branch of a bank).
Instead, a diocese is autonomous. It is a Church, full
and complete, with bishop-laity-clergy. The diocese
is affiliated with the national Communion — in “full
communion” — through its ministry of love, its
faithfulness to the creed, its sacramental life, its own
diocesan synodal structure, and its affirmation of the
constitution of the ECC. Like trees in the forest, the
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dioceses are interdependent for nourishment and
growth, as well as the continuance of life. All are
dependent upon the Holy Spirit for wisdom and
harmony.

The regions are at different phases of development
across the country. May God bless the developing
dioceses of the Communion with both unity and
peace. (Ephesians 4:3)

Midwest Roadmap to Local Church
Midwest Update

Fr. Frank Krebs

Vicar for the Midwest

Since Advent of 2008, focus has been on building
relationships between the communities of our
region. To that end members of our communities
have been endeavoring to visit other communities as
much as possible. Since April we have established a
monthly teleconference for all of the clergy of the
region—8 ECC priests and 3 ECC deacons.

In April Bishop Peter invited all of the regions of the
country to consider a document called, “Principles
for the Creation of a Diocese.” Our clergy
conference call answered Peter’s lead by proposing
a method to our communities for embarking on that
path. The proposal was agreed to; and we
established a “provisional regional council” made up
of one clergy and one lay representative from each
community. That council will create a roadmap to get
from where we are now to a newly formed “local
church” or diocese. This roadmap will have to be
agreed to by all of the participating communities; so
it will have to be crafted by continuous dialogue with
each community. Once it is agreed upon to “walk
down that road together” (I believe that is the
meaning of the word “synod”), we will follow the
roadmap until we have everything in place to petition
the national synod to become a local church within
the ECC.

Rocky Mountain Region

The Birt of a Region
By The Rocky Mountain Regional Council (RMRC)

The Rocky Mountain Regional HOL/HOP Delegates
to the 2007 Synod left that meeting determined to
enact the will of the Synod, to form a region and to
determine if the communities of the region had
begun to discern the need for the closer, more
intimate spiritual relationship of a bishop.l The real
challenge of this work was soon apparent.

' From Canon 67.3 (continued on page 3)

December 2009

Rocky Mountain Regional Council
Serving God'’s People in the
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How do you form something new while being true to
the covenant relationship with other ECC
communities and still be sensitive to the two biggest
fears of our members?

Those fears were described eloquently by Bishop
Peter at a recent meeting he attended with the
RMRC. He said that everything we do is being
examined through the lenses of: Is this consistent
with Catholic tradition? And does this recreate the
Roman Church hierarchy that many find abusive?

The delegates went to the ECC Constitution for
guidance and found inspiration in Canon 1 which
describes the ECC as a confederation of
independently incorporated faith communities.
Could they even imagine a structure of governance
where the community was the highest authority; or
where all good authority in the ECC manifests itself
in service to the people of God? Could they imagine
a bishop being able to lead, teach, and sanctify,
while not being the absolute highest authority in the
region? They did imagine it, and formed a Council
around this new model of authority.

e The highest authority rests with the
community.

e Each community empowers HOL and HOP
delegates to act in its behalf on regional or
national issues.

e Those Regional Delegates have empowered
the Regional Council to do certain functions
that benefit all communities, but not
individual communities.

e The Regional Council maintains a strategic
plan which makes all of its goals and work
activities transparent to the larger
community.

e The Regional Council does not have rule-
making authority over any community or
member in the region; it is a working group
directed by the Regional Delegates acting
as a unified group.

The Regional Council is made up of eight seats, one
is a permanent seat held by the Bishop, or vicar as
we prepare to call a bishop. The other seven seats,
three clergy and four laity are filled by members of
the region’s four communities. All four communities
participate in discerning the will of the Spirit
whenever there is an opening to be filled.

This model is clearly different within the Catholic
Church. Is it better or will it even work? Only time
will tell. Perhaps a sharing on comparative models
of regional governance would be a worthy topic for
discussion at the 2010 Synod.

Journey Together from Region to Local Church
Southeast Update

The Diocese of Florida

Fr. Steve Rosczewski, Holy Spirit, Largo FL
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During the spring and summer months of this year,
the Florida communities of the Ecumenical Catholic
Communion: Holy Spirit, Largo and Sts. Francis and
Clare, Ft. Lauderdale and St. Mary, Daytona Beach
and the Franciscans of Ft. Lauderdale gathered
together and decided to become intentional about
our relationship with one another as local church.

The Sunshine State of Florida is mostly Protestant
(40%), with a growing Roman Catholic (26%)
community due to immigration and “snow-bird”
migration. There is also a sizable Jewish community
in some parts of Florida which makes Florida unique
among Southern states because no other Southern
state has a large Jewish community. Our state
comprises 65% Anglo, 16% Hispanic and 14%
African-American.

Our ECC communities met throughout the summer
months of 2009 to explore and discern our future
together and enthusiastically agreed to move
forward on the steps to establish the Diocese of
Florida of the Ecumenical Catholic Communion.

The process began healthy discussion and visioning
of what we need as local communities, how we can
deepen relationship with one another and other
ecclesial bodies. Following the document,
“Principles for the Creation of a Diocese,” the synod
delegates met and opened a discernment of any
eligible members to the office of bishop and the
formation of a committee to write a constitution. We
chose to have the delegates of the House of Laity
coordinate and conduct the discernment and
election in each of our communities. On the
weekend of November 21-22, following pastoral
visits, the members of the communities of Florida
have elected Rev. Steven M. Rosczewski as their
bishop-elect.

We eagerly look forward to this journey together as
we deepen relationships in faith; strengthen our
service to one another, to those who seek the ECC,
and to our sisters and brothers most in need.

lt’s Official!
The Diocese of California
By Jim Farris

A new diocese has been declared by the people of
the Western Vicariate. On December 4,
representatives from the ECC communities of
California and Washington gathered at the lovely
chapel of Pathfinders Community of the Risen
Christ. Rev. Kathy McCarthy and Father Ned Reidy,
along with the energized members of Pathfinders,
hosted the all day event. This retreat day is a 10-
year tradition for Pathfinders: hosting the ECC
communities from the area every December for time
to share in prayer and fellowship.

(Continued on page 4)
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The day began with a wonderful teaching on advent
by Dr. Don Pachuta. and continued with a
presentation on the formation of The Diocese of
California of the Ecumenical Catholic Communion.
The meeting was a picture of harmony. Within one
hour all the discussion had finished and a
unanimous vote affirmed the formation of the
diocese. Mother Janine Stock had prepared the vote
and took the tally. While Father Phil Knowles and
Father David Gerardot were able to attend the
meeting, other votes from the Washington members
of the ECC came by proxy, as did the vote of our
sister community in Tucson, Arizona.

The next vote was for bishop. The delegates
overwhelmingly asked Bishop Peter Hickman to
become the first bishop of the new diocese.

The vote was followed by the introduction of Frank
Munoz from St. Matthews, CA, who was ordained
that night along with five other priests, Fr. Toting
Tronco, Fr. Julian Gromilla, Fr. Rene de Guzman,
Fr. David Gerardot and Rev. Dr Janine Stock who
were incardinated into the ECC. The chapel was full,
and so were our hearts.

WELCOME NEW COMMUNITIES

A ALL SAINTS
/ Vista, California
By Rev. Janine Stock

All Saints American Catholic
Church is pleased to finally be a
part of the ECC family. All Saints
has been at its current location
in Vista, California since Jan.1,
2007. http:/ww.allsaintsamericancatholicchurch.com
A place where all are welcome from ages 8-85 and
then some, All Saints has been growing ever since.
If we keep moving in this trend, we may have to find
a different space to lease as we will outgrow our
current digs in our little chapel in the warehouse.
The wonderful part about being a “Catacomb
Catholic” is that we usually purchase furniture pieces
that can be easily moved! We are our own “mobile
Catholic unit”...“have Church will travel!”

We dedicated much of the first part of this year to
the ECC incardination and reception process, voting,
discussing and moving forward with the required
paperwork. We unanimously elected our lay
delegates Ralph Nix and Virginia Sawaya, as
President and Vice-President, respectively.

All Saints ministries offer weekly contributions to the
North County Food Bank. Parishioners Adela and
Sylvia Martinez hold “Service” Parties throughout the
year. The “trick or treat” at their Halloween Party
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included kid-flavored toothpaste and toothbrushes
for Casa de Amparo, the local youth shelter.

For Thanksgiving, Jon and Shannon Connor, All
Saints Social Justice Ministers collected special food
baskets for the needy in our area. We look forward
to the day when we have our own sanctuary to
provide such meals!

All Saints is a California Faith for Equality community
and participates and helps coordinate many of the
interfaith functions for that cause. On November 1,
All Saints chaired the Keeping the Faith service for
North County San Diego. As a result, the North
County communities have grown closer in our
commitment to social justice issues so that we can
pool our efforts for the betterment of our neighbors.

On the first Friday of Advent, All Saints attended the
Day of Advent Reflection at the Pathfinder
Community of the Risen Christ in Bermuda Dunes,
CA to officially celebrate our new home with the
ECC. We wish all the communities of the ECC
blessed and wonder-filled Holy Days.

Emmaus
Oshkosh, W1
By Fr Tom Altepeter

Our loving God has patiently
weaved together the
relationships and experiences
that we call Emmaus.
http://www.emmausoshkosh.org
In 1972, our pastor Tom Altepeter met Fr. Frank
Krebs, now Vicar to the Midwest Region of the ECC.
In 2007, Frank introduced Tom to the ECC. In 1999,
Carla Altepeter and Kathy Kline went on a mission
trip, began forming a friendship and daydreaming
about ways to help the poor. In 2004, four couples
began sharing meals as a gourmet club, which
evolved into a bible study. Our community grew from
many discussions about our spiritual journeys over
many months. As we talked, prayed and celebrated,
we were unaware that the divine mystery was
weaving us into community.

Emmaus

ECUMENICAL CATHCLIC
COMMUNITY 3= OIHCOSH

It seemed fitting to call ourselves Emmaus, as our
experience was like that referenced in Luke: our
hearts burned within as we shared our experiences,
sensing the mystery in our midst.

In spring of 2008, we began discussing/forming a
community. We were supported by Fr. Frank Krebs
and Fr. Jim Lehman through this fragile time. During
that summer, we began meeting for weekly prayer
and fellowship. In Oct. 2008, Carla and Tom
Altepeter traveled to St. Louis for the ECC Retreat
and for Tom’s diaconate ordination.

Our steering committee worked at practical tasks: a
constitution, incorporating, tax deductibility status.
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We were welcomed by the First Congregational
Church, which has become our home. In March
2009, we had our first public liturgy, a healing
service. In April, Fr. Frank Krebs visited and
celebrated our first Eucharist. In June, Bishop Peter
Hickman visited and ordained our pastor. In July, we
were accepted into the ECC.

It has been our sense that we are called to be a
spiritual home for those who are spiritually
homeless. Following the example of Jesus, we
believe everyone is the beloved child of God, and
welcome at the Lord’s Table. We seek simply, to fall
more in love with the divine; to share the good news,
which we have experienced; and to support one
another as we walk this marvelous journey. We will
trust our mysterious, tender, playful creator with the
rest.

Fr Toting Tranco, Fr George Florendo, Bishop Pete Hickman,
Father Rene de Guzman and Father Julian Gomilla

SIMBAYAN Mission Community
TO THE ECC
By Fr Toting Tranco

Simbayan is a missional community of faith reaching
out to provide for the pastoral needs, both spiritual
and practical, of Filipino health care workers and
their families. Father Toting Tronco explains, “We
are a fellowship of men and women searching for
transformational changes in our lives, whether those
changes are personal, inter-personal, or meta-
personal. Simbayan is God’s people in a journey as
a liberating community of faith, hope, and love.”

Representatives of the Simbayan community have
been meeting with Bishop Peter in order to facilitate
their full incorporation into the family of the ECC as a
specialized ministerial community. The priests of the
Simbayan community, Fr. Toting Tronco, Fr. Julian
Gromilla, and Fr. Rene de Guzman were formally
incardinated into the ECC on December 4 at the
Pacific Regional Gathering of the ECC hosted at the
Pathfinder Community of the Risen Christ in
Bermuda Dunes, California. A fourth priest of
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Simbayan, Fr. George Florendo, has already been a
member of the ECC since 2004.

Among the ministerial objectives of Simbayan is to
identify and classify Filipino Health Caregivers in
Southern California, to respond to the plight of FHC-
SC, in need of opportunities to celebrate their
cultural heritage, tradition, and religious beliefs, to
recognize and strengthen the collegial bond among
Filipinos and Friends of the Filipino people, and to
create a comprehensive approach to the common
problems of FHC-SC with their employers and work
environment.

The traditional concept of “simba” in the Philippines
is “going to church to worship God.” Today, “simba”
is more meaningful when described beyond the
celebrations of the Liturgy of the Word and the
Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Church as the People
of God conveys a dynamic worship that is not
confined in buildings and institutions. “Bayan,” on
the other hand, could mean country, homeland, or
community. There is a sense of patriotism when
“bayan” is invoked, but when used to express a
commonality of origin and purpose, a new dimension
of fellowship and sense of belonging is created.

In Simbayan, we believe in God’s liberating love
throughout our salvation history. We believe with
those who believed before us. We continue to
believe with our brothers and sisters in the Lord, with
those who are generous with their faith, with those
who are in the crossroads of their belief, with those
who are in the process of learning to be generous of
their faith in the Lord. We believe in the One, Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church of our ecumenical
ancestry. We believe salvation is not a monopoly of
a single institutionalized church.

We believe in a comprehensive approach to
salvation (The glory of God is man fully alive - John
10:10). We believe in the gifts of the Holy Spirit
which empower us as modern-day Disciples of
Christ to respond to the needs of Filipino Health
Caregivers, in Southern California.

Founding members of Simbayan include Fr. Rene
de Guzman, Fr. Louie Yngente, Fr. Julian Gomilla,
Fr. George Florendo, Fr. Toting Tronco, Fr. Dennis
Sucilla, Elena Natividad, Leo Medina, Rosy Roldan,
Carlo Alair, Oca Tronco, Macky Declines, Robert
Yee, Jojo Tabligan, Larry Tronco, Lorna Tronco,
Nerisa Alair, and Alfredo de Terio.

“We are honored and pleased to receive such a vital
and faith filled community into the Ecumenical
Catholic Communion,” says Bishop Peter, “and we
look forward to collaborating with the Simbayan
ministry as they reach out to meet the pastoral

(Continued on page 6)
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needs of the professional healthcare workers among
the Filipino émigré community here in Southern
California.”

Father Toting Tronco adds, “We truly appreciate the
vision and mission of the Ecumenical Catholic
Communion and rejoice in our reception by Bishop
Peter as a member community

The ECC Welcomes EAC Communities
St Jerome Parish

All Souls Church

By Bishop Peter Hickman

It is with great joy that | announce to you the
reception of two new faith communities into the
Ecumenical Catholic Communion (ECC).

Since the inception of an inter-communion
agreement we have been moving toward and have
recently completed the process of receiving the two
communities of the Ecumenical Anglican Church
(AEC) into our Communion. Bishop Richard
Hollingsworth of Saint Jerome Parish in Tulsa,
Oklahoma will be the first bishop to join the ECC
since its inception.

We are grateful to Bishop Rick for his humble
generosity in this move by his ecclesial jurisdiction
to join the ECC. Bishop Rick has voluntarily stepped
away from any jurisdictional authority, except as the
duly elected pastor of the Saint Jerome Parish, as a
part of the acceptance of the communities of the
EAC into the ECC. He will have no juridical authority
within the polity of the ECC.

In the future, however, if the people of the region
form a diocese, Bishop Rick would be eligible for
election as the bishop ordinary of that diocese, and
then, of course, he would hold jurisdictional authority
by that election in accordance with our constitution.

In the meantime, | have appointed Bishop Rick to be
my Vicar for Anglican Affairs, and thus serve the
Communion as an advocate for faith communities of
the Anglican Tradition that seek to join or have
joined the ECC. As a vicar, he will personally
represent me and the Office of the Presiding Bishop.
Bishop Rick will also serve as a non-voting member
of the Episcopal Council. Only bishop ordinaries can
be voting members as result of having been duly
elected by the people of a diocese.

All Souls in Reading, Pennsylvania is the other EAC
parish to join the Communion. Father Dewayne
Messenger is pastor of All Souls.

Please join me in extending a warm welcome and
“the right hand of fellowship” to these new members
of our beloved Communion!
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Ordinations

Ordination to the Priesthood
Fr. Frank Munoz

St Matthews

Orange, CA

On December 4, Rev. Frank Munoz was ordained a
presbyter of the ECC by Bishop Peter at Pathfinder
Community of the Risen Christ, in Burmuda Dunes,
California. Fr. Frank is a member of Saint Matthew

parish, in Orange.

Rev. Frank is currently the Chaplain Services
Supervisor at Pomona Valley Hospital Medical
Center in Pomona, CA. He is a Board Certified
Clinical Chaplain and a Clinical Pastoral Education
Supervisor-in-Training. Francisco (aka Frank) is also
an Air Force Reserve Chaplain. Frank has a M.A.
(Honors) from the Oral Roberts University Seminary
and has done postgraduate Jewish studies at the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. Frank's
study of ancient languages include Classical
Egyptian, Akkadian, Hebrew from the Biblical, Dead
Sea Scrolls, Rabbinic, and Modern periods, Greek
from the Septuagint and NT texts, Aramaic from the
Biblical and Rabbinic periods.

Ordination to the Priesthood
Rev. Teri Harroun and Rev. Sheila Durkin Dierks
Longmont, CO

The Light of Christ community of Longmont,
Colorado along with many family members and
friends celebrated, affirmed, and witnessed the
ordinations of Sheila Durkin Dierks and Teri Harroun
on September 18, 2009. Bishop Peter Hickman
presided at the Mass, assisted by Deacon Kathleen
Gorman of Church of the Holy Family.

Light of Christ community members donated lengths
of ribbon that liturgist Linda Keschl incorporated into
a woven tapestry that hung behind the altar. From
this tapestry, yards of fabric reached up and over
high beams in the church embracing the entire
(Continued on page 7)
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celebrating community in the tabernacle of God. The
physical tent structure, along with lively music lead
by choir director Kate Klotz elaborated the theme for
the evening of “Building a Bigger Tent”.

While creating a tent revival atmosphere, the tent
theme explicitly incorporated Jesus’ social justice
mandate. A tent must be actively pitched. So, too,
each of us must be deliberate in building our
relationship with God every day and in inviting
others into that relationship that sustains and fulfills
us. The sanctuary tent of this ordination was a
reminder that God is stretching arms wide enough to
be inclusive of all, especially those on the margins.
This ordination was not the end of the journey, but
was another step toward inclusiveness in God’s
church.

Jeremiah George, Fr Scott Jenkins, Rev. Mary Ramerman,
Mother Kae Madden, Kathleen Andres, kneeling Rev Teri Harroun
& Rev Sheila Durkin Dierks

Community Updates

DYNAMIC EXPRESSIONS

An ECC community steps into the world of digital media

\ : 2
Sts. Clare & Francis ECC

St. Louis, MO

By Rev. Jessica Rowley, Associate Pastor

www.stsclareandfrancis.org is no longer a static web
address. In collaboration with Collins Creative Media
Group (www.ccmg.us), Sts. Clare & Francis online
has become a dynamic expression of community
life. Visit the site and watch an HD video featuring
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community member stories of joy and struggle;
download event information onto your google
calendar or iphone; post comments, pictures, music,
and ideas on the SCF Forum; connect with friends
and coordinate events on facebook; download mp3
podcasts of homilies; find out what people are
reading on the SCF Recommended Reading page.
According to web designer Sean Collins, a web
page can be static and dynamic at the same time as
individuals add their own content to existing
structures (a new model for ecclesiology, perhaps).

At its best, today’s media is no longer about
consumption, but conversation. Ordinary folk are
finding ways to express and share themselves in
digital communities as technology becomes cheaper
and more user-friendly.

At SCF we talk about each life story as a “fifth
gospel.” We now have more ways to proclaim that
good news. In word, photo, video, web page, social
network, and blog we strive to connect with one
another and a new generation of creative and
spiritual pilgrims. Interact with us online at
www.stsclareandfrancis.org.

St Francis
Chicago, IL
By Gregory Singleton

On January 4, 2010, the
Community of St. Francis,
Chicago, will launch the St.
Francis Virtual House of Studies.
Our mission is to provide
continuing Christian education
opportunities for individuals (both lay and clergy)
and congregations. Individual programs can be at
any level from introductory to post-graduate and are
conducted in a variety of distance-learning formats.

Congregational programs take the form of offering
help in designing a year of adult forums, short-term
series, and learning retreat experiences.

In March 2010 we will present the first issue of our
online journal, the Ecumenical Catholic Review.

The website for the SFVHS is still a work in
progress, but there is enough there to give you
some idea of what we are doing:
http://www.csfcecc.org/sfvhouse/sfvwelcome.html

Please check us out to see if we might be of service
to your congregation. Share the information so that
others might explore the potential utility of the St.
Francis Virtual House of Studies for their continuing

Christian education.

(Continued on page 8)
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Pathfinders
Bermuda Dunes CA
By Kathy McCarthy

Along with innovative liturgies,
Pathfinder believes in lots of
communication and education.
Every season, we offer a book
study: most often on theological
topics, but this last Fall, we
discussed "Loving What Is" --a great reality-
confronting book by Byron Katie.

Monthly workshops fit into this process. Who Are We
At ECC? was the first and Scripture Enlightenment
was the second. A Sufi Dance leader is being
sought next. Furthering the communication
importance is a weekly email that informs all folks
what the latest happenings are. Many don't make it
every Sunday so we are still connected.

Our Wisdom Circle (parish council) has decided to
renovate both bathrooms -- a come down from more
major plans to increase the worship space and move
the kitchen, but it is a start. The potential of selling
the back lot was what got the projects into a plan;
however, we were advised not to divide the 1.3
acres.

We are very active in the Mid-Valley Interfaith
Council and hosted the Thanksgiving Eve prayer
service. This is a family style group since we have
met monthly for years and have genuine respect for
each others' denominations.

A very classy Christmas dinner/dance will be on the
December 19 at a nearby Country Club. New and
old timers are expected! It's a good reach out in
case some may want to return!

From Pathfinder in Bermuda Dunes, we all say
happy holidays, and of course, wish you were here!
Please come to our beautiful spot in these great
weather months of the year.

Light of Christ
Longmont, CO
By Fr Don Rickard

A Conversation with Bishop Peter
At a gathering hosted by Light of
Christ Bishop Peter gathered with
members from the Rocky Mountain
Region to reflect upon our vision of the ECC.

Bishop Peter was presented with questions that
served as a springboard for the conversation that
afforded everyone an opportunity to express their
experience of the Spirit leading us all within the
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ECC. Bishop Peter underscored how laity recovering
roles in leadership may be the hallmark of the ECC’s
contribution to healing and transforming the Church.
A 90-minute DVD of the pastoral conversation is
available for anyone who would like to benefit from
this resource.

Please join the Light of Christ community in praying
for and celebrating Fr. Don Rickard’s completion of
his Ph.D. from the University of Denver and lliff
School of Theology. Don’s program specializes in
psychology and religion and his dissertation is in
pastoral theology. His research is in Catholicism and
the title of his dissertation is Primacy of Conscience:
A Pastoral Theological Construction of Agency for
Catholic Moral Decision-Making. His oral defense is
on January 12, 2010. If you have interest in the
research, please know that the material is readily
available.
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Rev. Sheila Durkin Dierks, Deacon Kathleen Gorman

Rev. Teri Harroun

First ECC Graduates
lllif School of Theology
By Teri Harroun

Deacon Kathleen Gorman of Church of the Holy
Family, along with Deacon Sheila Durkin Dierks and
Deacon Teri Harroun both of Light of Christ
graduated with Masters degrees from the lliff School
of Theology on June 5 in Denver, Colorado. The
outdoor ceremony featured keynote speaker Rev.
Dr. Harvey Martz, and a charge by lliff professor Dr.
Ann Graham Brock encouraging students to go out
into the world and “be bamboo” with great roots and
great shoots.

Kathleen, Sheila, and Teri were the first ECC
graduates of lliff. Sheila received a Master of Arts in
Specialized Ministry, and Kathleen and Teri each
received a Master of Divinity degree. The ceremony
was witnessed by many Colorado ECC members
who were noted by at least one observer as being
“the loudest cheerers in the crowd.”

Editors Note:

Submissions are welcome. Please send news bites,
community updates articles and ideas to:
administrator@ecumenical-catholic-communion.org
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